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NEW BOOKS  ADDED IN THE LIBRARY 
 

 

1. Crashed: How a Decade of Financial Crises Changed the World/ Adam Tooze  

 

In September 2008 President George Bush could still describe the financial crisis as an incident local 

to Wall Street. In fact it was a dramatic caesura of global significance that spiraled around the world, 

from the financial markets of the UK and Europe to the factories and dockyards of Asia, the Middle 

East, and Latin America, forcing a rearrangement of global governance. In the United States and 

Europe, it caused a fundamental reconsideration of capitalist democracy, eventually leading to the 

war in the Ukraine, the chaos of Greece, Brexit, and Trump.   

It was the greatest crisis to have struck Western societies since the end of the Cold War, but was it 

inevitable? And is it over? Crashed is a dramatic new narrative resting on original themes: the 

haphazard nature of economic development and the erratic path of debt around the world; the unseen 

way individual countries and regions are linked together in deeply unequal relationships through 

financial interdependence, investment, politics, and force; the ways the financial crisis interacted 

with the spectacular rise of social media, the crisis of middle-class America, the rise of China, and 

global struggles over fossil fuels.   

Finally, Tooze asks, given this history, what now are the prospects for a liberal, stable, and coherent 

world order? 
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2. Of Counsel: The Challenges of the Modi-Jaitley Economy/Arvind 

Subramanian  

 

In Of Counsel: The Challenges of the Modi-Jaitley Economy, Arvind Subramanian provides an 

inside account of his rollercoaster journey as the chief economic advisor to the Government of India 

from 2014-18, succeeding Raghuram Rajan as captain of the ship. With an illustrious cast of 

characters, Subramanian's part-memoir, part-analytical writings candidly reveal the numerous 

triumphs and challenges of policymaking at the zenith, while appraising India's economic potential, 

health and future through comprehensive research and original hypotheses. 

Charged with the task to restructure an insecure and fragile economy, Subramanian's trusteeship has 

seen the country through one of the most hotly contested and turbulent periods of economic 

governance and policymaking in recent decades-from the controversial recall of 85 per cent of 

circulated currency during demonetization to a complete overhaul in taxation with the introduction of 

the GST. Subramanian also addresses the overleveraging of public-sector banks, the fraught links 

between the state and private sector ('stigmatized capitalism'), the changing relationship between the 

state and the individual, and the ever-pervasive, life-threatening issues surrounding climate change. 
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3. Gandhi: The Years That Changed the World, 1914-1948/ Ramachandra Guha  

 

This volume opens with Mohandas Gandhi's arrival in Bombay in January 1915 and takes us through 

his epic struggles over the next three decades: to deliver India from British rule, to forge harmonious 

relations between India's Hindu and Muslim populations, to end the pernicious Hindu practice of 

untouchability, and to develop India's economic and moral self-reliance. We see how in each of these 

campaigns, Gandhi adapted methods of nonviolence--strikes, marches, fasts--that successfully 

challenged British authority, religious orthodoxy, social customs, and would influence non-violent, 

revolutionary movements throughout the world. In reconstructing Gandhi's life and work, 

Ramachandra Guha has drawn on sixty different archival collections, the most significant among 

them, a previously unavailable collection of papers belonging to Gandhi himself. Using this wealth 

of material, Guha creates a portrait of Gandhi and of those closest to him--family, friends, political 

and social leaders--that illuminates the complexity inside his thinking, his motives, his actions and 

their outcomes as he engaged with every important aspect of social and public life in the India of his 

time. 
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4. Capitalism in America: A History/ Alan Greenspan and  Adrian Wooldridge 

  

  

From even the start of his fabled career, Alan Greenspan was duly famous for his deep understanding 

of even the most arcane corners of the American economy, and his restless curiosity to know even 

more. To the extent possible, he has made a science of understanding how the US economy works 

almost as a living organism--how it grows and changes, surges and stalls. He has made a particular 

study of the question of productivity growth, at the heart of which is the riddle of innovation. Where 

does innovation come from, and how does it spread through a society? And why do some eras see 

the fruits of innovation spread more democratically, and others, including our own, see the opposite? 

In Capitalism in America, Greenspan distills a lifetime of grappling with these questions into a 

thrilling and profound master reckoning with the decisive drivers of the US economy over the course 

of its history. In partnership with the celebrated Economist journalist and historian Adrian 

Wooldridge, he unfolds a tale involving vast landscapes, titanic figures, triumphant breakthroughs, 

enlightenment ideals as well as terrible moral failings. Every crucial debate is here--from the role of 

slavery in the antebellum Southern economy to the real impact of FDR's New Deal to America's 

violent mood swings in its openness to global trade and its impact. But to read Capitalism in 

America is above all to be stirred deeply by the extraordinary productive energies unleashed by 

millions of ordinary Americans that have driven this country to unprecedented heights of power and 

prosperity.   
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5. A Complete Biography of ABRAHAM LINCOLN/ Lord Charnwood  

  

No other narrative account of Abraham Lincoln’s life has inspired such widespread acclaim as Lord 

Charnwood’s Abraham Lincoln: A Complete Biography. Lord Charnwood has given us the most 

complete interpretation of Lincoln as yet produced, and he has presented it in such artistic form that 

it may well become a classic. Many contemporary historians consider this thorough and superbly 

crafted work the quintessential biography of one of America’s greatest presidents. Charnwood’s 

study of Lincoln’s statesmanship introduced generations of Americans to the life and politics of 

Lincoln, and the author’s observations are so comprehensive and well supported that any serious 

study of Lincoln must respond to his conclusions . 

Lord Charnwood, a British by birth, was a man of many affairs and much learning. He had training 

in historical research and his work exhibits evidences of industrious and careful investigation. He 

made close examination of American newspapers of the period covered, and has had access to 

original manuscript archives in the State and Navy departments at Washington. 

This is essential reading for anyone interested in Abraham Lincoln, the Civil War, or American 

political history. 
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6. Early Indians: The Story of Our Ancestors and Where We Came From/ Tony 

Joseph 

 

 

Many of us believe our ancestors have lived in South Asia since ‘time immemorial’. But, as it turns 

out, ‘time immemorial’ may not have been all that long ago. 

To tell us the story of our ancestry, journalist Tony Joseph goes 65,000 years into the past – when a 

band of modern humans, or Homo sapiens, first made their way from Africa into the Indian 

subcontinent. As Joseph unravels our history using the results of genetics and other research, he 

takes head-on some of the most controversial and uncomfortable questions of Indian history: Who 

were the Harappans? Did the ‘Aryans’ really migrate to India? Are North Indians genetically 

different from South Indians? Are Scheduled Tribes genetically distinct from the rest of the 

population? 

This book relies heavily on path-breaking DNA research of recent years. But it also presents 

archaeological and linguistic evidence – all in an entertaining and highly readable manner. A hugely 

significant book, Early Indians authoritatively and bravely puts to rest several ugly debates on the 

ancestry of modern Indians. It not only shows us how the modern Indian population came to be 

composed as it is, but also reveals an undeniable and important truth about who we are: we are all 

migrants. And we are all mixed. 
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7. The Jobs Crisis in India/ Raghavan Jagannathan 

   

If you’ve read about self-driving cars, blockchain, and the internet of things (IoT), registered for a 

massive open online course (MOOC), considered dealing in cryptocurrencies, or asked Alexa to play 

your favourite song, the chances are you are one of the select few Indians adjusting to the reality of a 

brave new world driven by technology and automation. But somewhere you will also acknowledge 

the growing disquiet in society, where there is job-deficient growth, rising farm distress, and youths 

from different communities agitating for job reservations in government or the public sector. Like 

elsewhere on the globe, in India, too, the worlds of those with skills to handle technology, and those 

without, are diverging.  

This book presents us with insights, explanations, and possible solutions to the aggravating jobs 

crisis in India. Raghavan Jagannathan comprehensively and skillfully explains the various micro and 

macro factors that impact the overall job scenario, including the rise of the ‘gig’ economy, the use of 

robots, new technologies and artificial intelligence (AI) that displace human labour on the shopfloor 

and in the services sector, and the economic uncertainties that lie ahead. Archaic labour laws 

designed to protect employees from exploitative employers are not helping matters at a time when 

capital is cheaper than ever. The world of long-term and predictable jobs and careers is shrinking. 

The only people who will benefit in this scenario are those who are willing to constantly upskill, 

relearn, and relocate to improve their job and income prospects. The world is getting older 

demographically, and older people always find the speed of change difficult to cope with; India, with 

its younger population, can do better, but government and business have not got their act together 

yet. 
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8. Shadows of Empire: The Anglosphere in British Politics/ Michael Kennyand 

 Nick Pearce  

 

The idea of an alliance between Britain and its old Commonwealth colonies has recently made a 

remarkable comeback in the context of Brexit. Based on belief in a special bond between the 

English-speaking peoples of the UK, the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, it has been 

dubbed the 'Anglosphere' by supporters and 'Empire 2.0' by critics. In this book, leading 

commentators Michael Kenny and Nick Pearce trace the historical origins of this idea back to the 

shadow cast by the British Empire in the late Victorian era. They show how leading British political 

figures, from Churchill to Thatcher, consistently reworked it and how it was revived by a group of 

right-wing politicians, historians and pamphleteers to support the case for Brexit. They argue that, 

while the contemporary idea of the Anglosphere as an alternative to European Union membership is 

seriously flawed, it nonetheless represents an enduring account of Britain's role in the world that runs 

through the heart of political life over the last century. Shadows of Empire will be essential reading 

for everyone interested in British politics and post-Brexit foreign policy. 
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9. Moneyland: Why Thieves And Crooks Now Rule The World And How To Take 

It Back/ Oliver Bullough 

    

From ruined towns on the edge of Siberia, to Bond-villain lairs in Knightsbridge and Manhattan, 

something has gone wrong with the workings of the world. 

Once upon a time, if an official stole money, there wasn't much he could do with it. He could buy 

himself a new car or build himself a nice house or give it to his friends and family, but that was 

about it. If he kept stealing, the money would just pile up in his house until he had no rooms left to 

put it in, or it was eaten by mice. 

Learn how the institutions of Europe and the United States have become money-laundering 

operations, undermining the foundations of Western stability. Discover the true cost of being open 

for business no matter how corrupt and dangerous the customer. Meet the kleptocrats. Meet their 

awful children. And find out how heroic activists around the world are fighting back. 

This is the story of wealth and power in the 21st century. It isn't too late to change it. 
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10. Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress/ 

 Steven Pinker  

 

Is the world really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In this elegant assessment of the 

human condition in the third millennium, cognitive scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker 

urges us to step back from the gory headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our 

psychological biases. Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows 

that life, health, prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the 

West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some cosmic force. It is a gift of the 

Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can enhance human flourishing. 

Far from being a naïve hope, the Enlightenment, we now know, has worked. But more than ever, it 

needs a vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project swims against currents of human nature--

tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization, magical thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to 

exploit. Many commentators, committed to political, religious, or romantic ideologies, fight a 

rearguard action against it. The result is a corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious 

institutions of liberal democracy and global cooperation. 

With intellectual depth and literary flair, Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and 

humanism: the ideals we need to confront our problems and continue our progress.] 
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